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14th January 2022 

Dear parents/ carers, 

 

At Highampton Primary, it has been just wonderful to welcome all children back to school 

and staff wish you all a healthy and happy 2022! Thank you to all parents for your support 

with our challenges in the Autumn term and also for your generous cards and gifts at 

Christmas time which were very much appreciated.  

We have had a positive start to the Spring term in relation to Covid thank goodness! This 

reflects the staff, children and community taking guidance and restrictions seriously in 

order to keep everyone safe. Our attendance has been fantastic so far also, with 100% in 

week 1 and 98.8% this week! It has been so great to see all the children learning, playing 

and eating together once again as we have removed ‘bubbles’ from our plans. We are 

looking forward to a successful Spring term where we Learn, Care and Grow together. 

The latest C-19 guidance states that from Tuesday 11th January, anyone who tests 

positive on a lateral flow can self-isolate without needing to take a PCR test. Those who 

develop Covid symptoms are required to self-isolate and take a PCR test. Please see full 

government updates here:  

Confirmatory PCR tests to be temporarily suspended for positive lateral flow test results - 

GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Trust Values 

This half term, the focus is on RESILIENCE and SELF-RESPONSIBILITY. We are all 

responsible for the choices we make, for our behaviours and attitudes and the way we 

think and feel. At Highampton, we want everybody to take ownership of their actions 

towards others and we expect the whole school community to engage in the vision and 

values of the school and the Dartmoor Multi Academy Trust. One of our Golden Rules is to 

show RESILIENCE in our learning. The children are looking out for this value being 

displayed in class – talk to your child about displaying resilience and being responsible for 

his/ her own choices.  

Safeguarding and support for parents 

Action For Children is an organisation that protects and supports children and young 

people, providing practical and emotional care and support, ensuring voices are heard, 

and campaigning to bring lasting improvements to their lives. If you are worried about a 

child’s safety or mental health, call the NSPCC on 0808 800 5000. If you are concerned 

about a child’s health, call 111. In any emergency, call 999. 

Parent Support https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/chat/free 

http://www.highampton-primary.devon.sch.uk/
mailto:admin@highamptonprimary.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/confirmatory-pcr-tests-to-be-temporarily-suspended-for-positive-lateral-flow-test-results
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/confirmatory-pcr-tests-to-be-temporarily-suspended-for-positive-lateral-flow-test-results
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/chat/free


 
 
 
 
 
 
The Solihull Approach – this organisation offers resources and online courses for parents 

and grandparents to achieve a better quality of life in ‘understanding your child’. 

https://solihullapproachparenting.com/online-courses-for-parents/  

Life can be challenging for our children and young people. It may not feel like it, but things 

do get better. There are many places to seek parental support for mental health and 

wellbeing, including Young Minds. Have a look at Young Minds Top Tips for dealing with 

challenging behaviours and supporting their mental health - 

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent  

Finally, we are all mindful of online /digital safety - The radicalisation of young children 
online is an increasing problem nationally and globally. There are many online resources to 
help parents with this including | Internet Matters  https://www.internetmatters.org/  

 

Curriculum news 

 

 

We are excited to announce that we are moving to an exciting new scheme of teaching 

early reading and phonics for Early Years to Year 4 children. Read Write Inc Phonics is a 

whole-school approach to teaching literacy for children aged 4 – 9 that creates fluent 

readers, confident speakers and willing writers. The children’s learning will be supported 

by beautifully illustrated story books and poems. 

 

Staff are currently undertaking training to be able to deliver the best reading teaching. 

There will be more information on this exciting learning platform in the coming weeks and 

we will need your full participation at home to achieve the best results. A parent 

information session in February will give you all the information on the programme and a 

forum to ask questions and see the reading books. Details to follow! 

https://solihullapproachparenting.com/online-courses-for-parents/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent
https://www.internetmatters.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attached to this newsletter are the curriculum overviews for each class. Your child’s class 

teacher wants to share the wonderful learning that is happening this term. Please see our 

website for more information on how we approach the curriculum to ensure every child 

gets a wide range of subjects every week and subject specialists to deliver where possible. 

This term we have Mrs Jordan teaching French, Mr Pugh teaching PE and Sarah from the 

Wildlife Trust offering outdoor learning sessions. Please ask your child’s class teacher for 

more information. 

 

 

We are fortunate to be working alongside the Devon Wildlife Trust to improve pupils’ 

outdoor learning experiences and increase their natural literacy and care for our local 

spaces. Every child should have the chance to explore and be inspired by nature and we 

want to make the most of the wild spaces on our doorstep. DWT helps schools to create 

new habitats for our fantastic range of wildlife, including building nest boxes and planting 

trees like hawthorn and rowan. We will be working on grounds development across the 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
coming weeks so that we are all playing a part in nature’s rediscovery. Our sessions in our 

grounds will also help the children to maximise their knowledge, natural literacy. Please 

ensure that your child brings outdoor clothes and wellies with them on a Tuesday so that 

they can enjoy the outdoor learning sessions. Many thanks for your support. 

 

After school clubs 

Clubs are in full swing and pupils are engaging well. Dance Club with Jess Squire has 

proved popular will now increase to 16 children to accommodate all who are interested. 

OCRA continues and we hope to expand the after school provision further in the second 

half of the term. Please register your interest on School Gateway – after school provision 

enriches our curriculum and are free of charge. If there are any community members who 

wish to run an Art/ craft related club, please contact the school office. Many thanks. 

 

Attendance update  

We have recently updated our attendance procedures across Dartmoor Multi-Academy 
Trust. The link between a child’s attendance at school and improved outcomes and life 
chances is well documented. We want to help all children and young people to fulfil their 
potential and get the most out of their education. 

Whilst we realise that there will be unavoidable absences for illness or medical appoint-
ments, we want to minimise these where possible. Pupils and families will not be penalised 
for legitimate non-attendance due to Covid 19. 

No term time holidays will be authorised unless there are exceptional circumstances. Every 
day in school counts, even a small drop in attendance can lead to a child missing a signifi-
cant part of their education. 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch with school at any time if you have any queries 
around attendance expectations and procedures. 

 

School uniform  

We are moving away from the supply of school uniform at School Wear Direct and moving 
to  Schoolwear Made Easy  in the near future for online uniform orders. We hope that you 
will agree that the quality and service will improve with the move and that you will receive 
better quality product for a reasonable price. If you would like to see a sample before pur-
chasing, please ask Mrs Ford in the office. Although the uniform items are slightly more ex-
pensive, 5% will come back to the PTFA to be used to enhance the learning of our chil-
dren. Please ask for more details and we will let you know as soon as uniform items are 
available for purchasing from Schoolwear Made Easy. 

https://www.schoolwearmadeeasy.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
As the weather turns colder, please ensure your child has a warm, waterproof coat for 
playtimes and outdoor learning as well as the correct PE kit and extra items needed for 
DWT sessions.  

Wishing you all a wonderful, restful weekend. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs Deirdre A Petersen, Principal 

 

GALLERY 

Gymnastics with Mr Pugh. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Paired talk in KS2 

Outside with Devon 

Wildlife Trust 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Celebration Assembly 

Week ending 7TH January 2022 

Learner of the Week: Riley Reynolds 

 

Tarka Class: Isla for overcoming your fears coming back to school and do-

ing independent writing this week. 

Ruby Class: Ruben for a fantastic attitude to all your learning 

Ruby Heart: Ellarose for being so welcoming to Hannah in her first week 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

GOVERNOR RECRUITMENT – MOORLAND HUB January 2022 

Parents – Your school needs YOU! There is a vacancy for one Parent governor to join the Local 

Stakeholder Board with the Moorland schools. 

Local governors are a vital part of the Dartmoor Multi Academy Trust’s connection with schools 

and community, and Parents are an important voice within the governance structure. 

To qualify as a Parent governor, you must have at least one child on the roll at any school within 

the Moorland hub and must be eligible under the national governing body rules. 

Nominations are now open, until close of business on Friday 27th January 2022. 

All nominations will then be put forward to a parent vote, which will take place electronically. 

The nomination form must be completed in full, and can be obtained by emailing the Clerk to 

Governors: j.hooper@dmatschools.org.uk 

For an informal chat about the role of parent governor and the responsibilities of the local stake-

holder board, please contact the Chair Bridget Down: bdown@dmatschools.org.uk or the Clerk 

to Governors: j.hooper@dmatschools.org.uk 

Thank you for your interest, and we look forward to receiving your applications. 

 

 


