
 

  Newsletter 

 

2nd December 2022 

 

Dear parents/ carers, 

Another fortnight has just flown by, with lots of wonderful learning in place in both classes. 

At this time of year, we also have the usual Christmas excitement as the children prepare for 

this special time of year! As we head into the colder months and towards the Christmas 

season, please can all parents ensure that the children have warm, waterproof coats with 

them every day as we will be making the most of our amazing outdoor space as much as we 

can.  The festive season is fast approaching, we are getting ready for our performance of 

‘Stable by Starlight’ on 9th December in the village hall. We hope that as many of the 

community as possible can attend and the PTFA are providing refreshments and stalls and a 

raffle. 

Pupil voice 

This week our pupil voice champions have been thinking about how we bring our school 

vision to life – Learn, Care, Grow Together. Here is what they have to say: 

Ruben – ‘We make mistakes but we learn together by talking about our ideas in class.’ 

Maisy – ‘We come from pre-school to Year 6 and we grow up together.’ 

Riley – ‘Even when we are adults we will be friends.’ 

Archie – ‘We learn and grow the same way as other people. We care by not making anyone 

upset. We can play together with someone and include them.’ 

Isaac G – ‘When we busy learn we learn together. I learn with Rory – yesterday we built a 

lighthouse with the soft blocks.’ 

 



 

Safeguarding/ Supporting children with mental health 

Mental health is as important to a child's safety and wellbeing as their physical health. It can 

impact on all aspects of their life, including their educational attainment, relationships and 

physical wellbeing. Mental health can also change over time, to varying degrees of 

seriousness, and for different reasons. It can be hard for adults to recognise when a child 

needs support with mental health issues. And it can be difficult for young people to speak 

out about the challenges they're facing. 

At Highampton, we have a responsibility to promote positive mental health and wellbeing. 

Discussions are integrated into the curriculum and we place high priority on both physical 

and mental health. So what can you do at home to help? 

• Find time to talk, just the two of you – ‘Check in’ with them while you’re doing 

things together, so they get used to talking about their feelings. 

• Play together – Play helps them to be curious, learn new things, solve problems and 

express feelings without words. 

• Be a role model – Show how you cope with difficult feelings and look after yourself. 

There are some useful resources for parents here How to support your child's mental health 

– Place2Be. 

 

 

The Way We Talk training programme is breaking the link between speech, language and 

communication needs and disadvantage, exacerbated by COVID-19, to improve 

relationships, resilience, social, emotional, mental health and life chances. 

It is giving parents, carers and professionals the opportunity to upskill in this area and close 

the gap left by the pandemic. Parent courses are available – find out more here The Way We 

Talk - Devon Children and Families Partnership (dcfp.org.uk) 

 

Reception admissions 

Applications are now open for reception places in September 2023 and we had a successful 

open morning for prospective parents last week. There is still an opportunity to visit the 

school so if you know of anybody with a child due to start in reception in September 2023, 

please encourage them to contact the school to arrange a visit. Many thanks. 

https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/supporting-your-child-s-mental-health/
https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/supporting-your-child-s-mental-health/
https://www.dcfp.org.uk/life-chances/the-way-we-talk/
https://www.dcfp.org.uk/life-chances/the-way-we-talk/


 

Pupil Premium Information: Pupil premium funding from the government is given to 

schools to help pupils reach their full potential, regardless of their background or financial 

situation. It’s provided for pupils who: - are a Looked-After Child (according to the Children 

Act 1989); have left care through adoption, special guardianship order (SGO), or child 

arrangement order (CAO); have a member of the family in the armed forces; whose family 

are in receipt of a range of government benefits, entitling them to free school meals. 

Please inform the school if any of the above relates to your child and we are not already 

aware of this. Schools receive extra funding for every eligible pupil. This extra money could 

make a real difference to the quality of education we offer – we can help with cost of trips, 

residentials, swimming lessons and other enrichment. Pupil Premium is allocated separately 

to the free school meal programme. Your child may be eligible for one, but not the other. To 

check eligibility for free school meals, please visit Citizen Portal – you can find out more here 

New starter pupil premium – Education and Families (devon.gov.uk) 

 

Reminders 

Pick up at end of day: We are now lining all the children up in the playground so that we 

can send them off safely to you at the end of the day. Please make sure you are visible near 

the school gate so that we can send your child(ren) to you safely. Many thanks for your 

ongoing support. 

Year 6 parents – France trip survey: Please can you complete the parent survey here 

https://forms.office.com/e/FQmUCFJNje as soon as possible. This is an important part of the 

process in helping us to make this trip abroad the very best it can be! 

Tarka class homework projects are ready for collection from outside the school 

office. Please do pick up your child's learning project - many thanks. 

Wishing you all a wonderful, warm weekend! 

Kindest regards, 

 

Mrs Petersen and the staff at Highampton Primary School 

 

                

This week’s whole 

school attendance is  

90.6% 

 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-meals/new-starter-pupil-premium/
https://forms.office.com/e/FQmUCFJNje


 

 

Countdown to Christmas! 

On Wednesday 7th December, Rev Skinner will be in school to deliver an assembly on the 

season of Advent. 

Christmas Jumper Day is Thursday 8th December!  

We will be visiting the local Church’s Christmas Tree Festival on Friday 9th December in 

the morning. 

Our Christmas play, Stable by Starlight, will be on Friday 9th December from 2.15pm. This 

will be in the village hall with some extra stalls, a raffle and refreshments run by the PTFA. We 

hope that as many of you as possible can be at this event as well as the wider community.  

Our Christmas lunch will be on Wednesday 14th December and is now available to book 

on School Gateway. Please ensure your child’s lunches are booked by 6th December please. 

Many thanks. 

Finally, our whole school theatre trip to see Robin Hood at the Northcott Theatre is on 

Thursday 15th December. Please ensure that you have consented and paid on School 

Gateway. We are so grateful to the PFA for subsidising this cost which has halved the price 

for parents. 

Please keep an eye on your email, Gateway app and texts for latest updates on upcoming 

events. 

Reminders 

• PE kits are needed in school on a Tuesday when Mr Pugh delivers our PE lessons.  

• Please ensure that water bottles contain water, not squash, as we are promoting 

healthy diet choices. 

 

Wishing you all a peaceful weekend. 

Kindest regards, 

 

Mrs D A Petersen, Principal 



 

GALLERY 
 

 

Hot and Cold Places 

 

 



 

         

Learning new words in Phonics 

 

Music Lessons in Ruby Class 

     



 

 

Water Play 



 

 

Ruby Class 

Celebration Assembly  

 
 
 

Friday 18th November  Friday 25th November 

Star of the week TARKA –   
William for settling in so well in Tarka 
Class! 

Star of the week TARKA –   
Ollie for stepping up with his writing this 
week. 

Star of the week RUBY –   
Maisy for being open to learning new 
things and always trying your best. 

Star of the week RUBY –   
Hannah for being resilient and doing 
independent learning 

Learner of the week –   
Gus for amazing blending and focus in  
your phonics 

Learner of the week –   
Isaac G for always being ready for learning 
and for brilliant partner work in phonics 

RUBY HEART award –   
Logan for always being respectful and 
wanting to help others 

RUBY HEART award –   
Quinn for your wonderful manners at all 
times. 

 Special Mention to Scarlett, Isaac and Mabel 
for their phonics work this week. 



 

Dates for your Diary 

PE: There will be physical exercise most days, with Mr Pugh taking PE on Tuesdays, so 
please have PE kit in school all week if possible. 

8th December Christmas Jumper Day 
9th December School Nativity – at Village Hall – 2.15pm start 
14th December Christmas Lunch 
15th December School Trip to Northcott Theatre to see Robin Hood 

Pantomine 
16th December Last Day of Term 

 



 

 

 


